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LEADERSHIP and GRATITUDE

Manatee Community Foundation partners with our citizens to
strengthen and enhance our community through philanthropy,
education, and service — now and forever.
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YOUNG

Spirit Award

Emma Bittar

Nominated by Healthy Teens Coalition
of Manatee County
A person under the age of 21 who demonstrates
an exceptional commitment to the charitable community by direct
philanthropic support and by contributing time and energy to a fundraising
effort. By example, she encourages and motivates others to make
contributions to a charitable cause in Manatee County.

Young people often set the stage for the rest of us with their courage
and commitment to healthier communities.
Emma Bittar donates money, tireless energy, and talent to ensure
that Manatee County youth can lead their healthiest possible lives.
As the Lead Youth Health Advocate in Healthy Teens Coalition of
Manatee County’s Teen Health Educator program, Emma serves
as a poised and vocal spokesperson to educate potential funders,
government officials, and anyone who will listen.
Emma advocates directly for Healthy Teens Coalition to promote
youth health and to secure funding for youth drug prevention
and mental health. People positively respond to the impassioned
pleas that this impressive young leader makes. She started her
philanthropic work as a high school f reshman when she authored
a $3,000 grant on bullying prevention. The impact that she has
made on the health and well-being of youth has been monumental
through her advocacy, volunteerism, and success gaining
government funding through the Manatee County Commission and
with private funders.
She writes impactful letters of support, gives heartfelt and
compelling testimony on the critical needs of youth, and has become
a respected voice with adult leaders throughout our community and
at the state and national level. Emma was a featured speaker at three
different statewide conferences in the last year.
In 2019, Emma was chosen as the sole student representative in the
nation to advocate with members of the US Congress in Washington
for the federal health and human services funding to prevent
sexually transmitted illnesses in youth. She was also appointed as the
only student in Florida to serve on the statewide Florida Department
of Education’s Family Life and Disease Prevention Committee.

COMMUNITY

Spirit Award

BMO Harris Bank

Nominated by Realize Bradenton
A grant making foundation, service
club, corporation or business
demonstrating outstanding
commitment to the charitable
community through direct
philanthropic support, leadership
and motivation of others to participate in Manatee County.

Corporations can choose to sit back or to get fully engaged in their
communities as advocates for economic development and bringing
people together. BMO Harris Bank chooses to go all in.
Its local team makes countless commitments to Manatee County
with philanthropic donations, sponsorships, employee volunteerism,
financial literacy outreach, and community development
investments. BMO Harris Bank is selective about the organizations
they sponsor using criteria such as community impact, social
benefit, and business relationships. They work side-by-side with
their employees, local residents, and nonprofit organizations to build
strong communities, and they invest in promoting possibilities that
have promise and potential.
BMO Harris Bank has contributed to Realize Bradenton as a major
supporter of major events since 2012, such as the nationally recognized
Bradenton Blues Festival that increases civic participation in our region.
Their employees have volunteered at every Bradenton Blues Festival,
contributing hundreds of service hours to support youth and creativity
programs in Bradenton. As the Presenting Sponsor of the event, BMO
Harris Bank has served in a leadership position which has helped
Realize Bradenton secure 55 other businesses contributing cash and inkind support annually. As a result, the festival has become an economic
driver attracting people from 10 foreign countries, 39 states, and 225
Florida zip codes, as well as helping Realize Bradenton fund its “Blues in
the Schools” program which has served more than 4,000 public school
students in the past five years.
BMO Harris Bank staff contribute talents and knowledge as board
members of many nonprofit organizations in Manatee County. The
bank has been a supporter of the work of many nonprofits in our
community, including The Bishop Museum of Science and Nature for
over a decade and Manatee Community Foundation.

CHARLES CLAPSADDLE
COMMUNITY

Spotlight Award

Barbara Brownell

Nominated by Parenting Matters
An outstanding nonprofit professional who
embodies the spirit of philanthropy and community
in Manatee County, transforming projects or
initiatives from ordinary into the extraordinary, and
giving a voice to those who otherwise might not have
been heard. She gives freely to support other
nonprofit professionals in their work and community
efforts and unselfishly looks for the betterment of all
of Manatee County.

Quality parenting education has become a focus for local foundations
and donors who want to achieve lasting and meaningful gains for
children. Barbara Brownell has been a trailblazer in this field in Manatee
County and our region.
For decades, Barbara has put a spotlight on the need for prevention
services and fought to make parenting education available to all
families. Her wisdom, determination, and belief in others have
transformed our community by elevating the importance of parenting
and building strong futures for our children.
As a founding board member of Parenting Matters and more than 20
years dedicated to the organization, Barbara has impacted more than
16,000 families. She started the organization when a group of educators
and child welfare advocates grew concerned over the lack of child
abuse prevention programs focused on parenting in Manatee County.
Barbara trained and led her team of Parenting Educators to provide
the highest quality of service, while freely sharing her knowledge
and expertise with the community to make everyone stronger.
She developed and authored programs, curricula, and trainings
implemented locally by Parenting Matters, Manatee Junior College
(State College of Florida), Forty Carrots, Manatee County School District,
and local foundations.
She co-chaired the Manatee Community Council for Children’s Task
Force on Funding in 1990-1992 that resulted in the tax referendum for
Manatee County’s Children’s Services Advisory Committee which now
provides approximately $13 million annually supporting programs that
benefit tens of thousands of children. To Barbara, the work is never
about credit. She would give all the credit to the parents who sought
support and made changes to give their children a better life.

LEADERSHIP

Spirit Award

Henry Blyden

Nominated by Sarasota-Bradenton Kappa Alpha
Psi Project Guide Right, Inc., United Community
Centers, and Manasota Black Chamber of Commerce
An individual who demonstrates active and ongoing charitable investment
in the community. His Spirit of giving encourages and motivates others
to give, and his direct philanthropic support has impacted one or more
charitable institutions within the community

Henry Blyden’s contagious leadership and passion for people have
inspired hundreds of others to give, get involved, and recruit others
to address needs in the community. As an extraordinary forerunner
in efforts that support children, education and health, Henry has
dedicated his life to serving and encouraging others to support
philanthropic efforts. His public contributions began in 1963 when
he enlisted in the Army, serving in Panama, Germany, Japan and
Vietnam. For more than 30 years, he has worked on local substance
abuse and mental health efforts, building supportive alliances and
partners along the way.
This year will mark the twentieth year of Kappa Alpha Psi’s annual
community toy and food drive at United Community Centers where
Henry has raised money f rom f riends and colleagues to ensure that
children in need can have a joyful Christmas. The event has grown
from benefiting fewer than 50 children in its first year to well over
400 in recent years.
For almost a decade, Henry has used his influence to help design
a community prostate cancer screening event in partnership with
Dattoli Cancer Center that has dramatically increased participation
of African American men, leading to early detection and saved lives.
Under Henry’s leadership, the event was tied to the MLK day of
Service and was recognized as the highest ranked project.
Henry has also been an esteemed member of the Gamma XI
Boule of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, where he has helped to organize
and implement the Boule’s summer program with Career Source
Suncoast for four years, impacting more than 200 young people.
He has also helped to raise funds supporting the Boule’s Journey to
Success youth development programs.
Henry has been recognized as Kappa Alpha Psi Man of the Year,
NAACP’s Unsung Hero, Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association
State Professional of the Year, and NAACP’s Lifetime Achievement
Award.

LIFETIME

Spirit Award

John Weichel

Nominated by State College of Florida Foundation
An individual who demonstrates lifetime record of
exceptional generosity in the community. His
philanthropic support exemplifies outstanding charitable and civic
responsibility that has significantly advanced the mission of several
charitable institutions within the community and whose leadership
and example encourages and motivates others toward greater roles
in philanthropy.

John Weichel is a deeply admired leader who served much of our
community during his working days at Bradenton Insurance and
Service Insurance Company, a business he started in 1954. His charitable
giving has nurtured the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of
young people.
John has gifted nearly $200,000 to State College of Florida (SCF)
Foundation. His noteworthy and impactful philanthropy has included
a major capital gift to SCF Lakewood Ranch Center for Innovation
and Training Building which has served thousands in credit and
continuing education classes and events. This gift has been vital to
the technological and innovation needs for workforce development in
our region. John has given recent high school graduates a jump start
on their college education through the SCF Summer Bridge Program
and deserving SCF Music Excellence students opportunities through
scholarships. His giving has also supported SCF’s Presidential String
Quartet and Presidential Jazz Quintet.
During his lifetime of contributions, John has made a significant
difference in the work of Guardian Angels of Southwest Florida and
its family foster homes in Palmetto. This model provides care and
safe shelter for children, allowing siblings to stay together after the
traumatic experience of being removed from their homes.
John has also contributed to the Manatee Performing Arts Center,
Bradenton Christian School and through his fund at Manatee
Community Foundation, SOLVE Maternity Homes, and Young Life of
Manatee County. John was Scoutmaster for Troop 17 and an Elder at
the First Presbyterian Church, Bradenton.
The Weichel grandchildren are encouraged to select a charity that
appeals to their interests, a testament to John’s commitment to
generational philanthropy within his family. He is described as gracious,
kind, and respectful.

INSPIRED GIVING

through the years

YOUNG SPIRIT:
2019: Mina Quesen
2018: Oscar J. Portillo-Meza
2017: Jordan Ripka Dailey
2016: Samantha Hyatt
2015: Leah Roddenberry
2014: April Vita
2013: Kristen Truong
2012: Manatee High School
Key Club
2011: Matthew J. Davis
2010: Jenna Turner
King Middle School
2009: Ryne Smith
2008: Jessica Ashley
2007: Youth Corps, American Red
Cross, Manatee County
Chapter
2006: Shannon Walsh

COMMUNITY SPIRIT:
2019: DEX Imaging
2018: Hernando DeSoto
Historical Society
2017: Anna Maria Oyster Bar
United Way Suncoast
2016: Memorial Scholarship
Program of Freedom
Village
The Mosaic Company
2015: Reading Buddies of Christ
Church of LBK
TDS Construction
2014: CS&L CPAs
The Rotary Club of
Bradenton
2013: Bradenton Herald
The Rotary Club of
Lakewood Ranch
2012: Champs Sports
2011: Schroeder-Manatee
Ranch, Inc.
2010: Pittsburgh Pirates
Organization
2009: Manatee Memorial Hospital
Foundation/Auxiliary
Bright House Networks
2008: Tropicana Service Club of
Manatee County

2007: Publix Supermarkets &
Publix Supermarkets
Charities
2006: Kiwanis Club of Bradenton
CHARLES CLAPSADDLE
SPOTLIGHT:
2019: Luz Corcuera
LEADERSHIP SPIRIT:
2019: Caleb Grimes
2018: James Bruen & Jane Plitt
2017: LeMoyne & Darlene
Johnson
2016: Steven Tinsworth
2015: Beverly Beall & Kemp
Riechmann
2014: Jim & Lori Toomey
2013: Vernon DeSear
2012: Hugh & Karen Miller
2011: Jeannie & Chuck Slater
2010: Ed Chiles
2009: Mike & Jaymie Carter
2008: Joanne Duke
2007: Paul Hoenle & Ursula
Heitman
2006: Mary Ann & Darrell Turner

LIFETIME SPIRIT:
2019: Steve & Sara Bayard
2018: Sandy & Jeanie Kirkpatrick
2017: Dr. Peter Mattina
2016: Dr. Harris & Micheline
Silverman
2015: Ray & Sara Baden
2014: Mel & Kathy Griffin
2013: Fred & Millie Vandergraff
2012: Robert G. Blalock
2011: Edwin T. Mulock
2010: Jan & Chuck Entwistle
2009: W. Stuart & Gerry Gregory
2008: Eugene & Anne Beckstein
2007: Madge & Kay Rowlett
2006: Elise & Ed Price
VOLUNTEER SPIRIT:
2018: Kara Schiavone Moates
2017: Marti King
2016: Nathan & Cynthia Hoeksema

2015:
2014:
2013:
2012:
2011:
2010:
2009:
2008:
2007:
2006:

Craig Waters
Sharon Barhorst
Jane Evers
Chris & Sue Egler
John Vita
Marianne & John Moyer
John Horne
Debbie & Steve Tapp
Ed & Joanne Dick
Trudy Moon
Patricia M. Glass

LEGACY RECOGNITION:
2010: Steven V. Mills
2008: Herman E. & Helen H. Turner
2007: Dan P. MuClure
2006: Edward & Lillian Bishop
COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT
RECOGNITION:
2011: Charles Clapsaddle, METV
SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
2016: Elizabeth Moore

SPIRIT OF
MANATEE AWARD

Artist

TISH
MIHELARAKIS
For the fourth year, the beautiful Spirit of Manatee awards
have been created by local glass artist Tish Mihelarakis. Tish’s
stunning fused and stained-glass pieces have the property of
serenity and quiet power. Her inspiration comes f rom the ocean.
www.TishArtGlass.com.

CORPORATE AMBASSADORS
These local businesses are committed to partnering with
Manatee Community Foundation to support the growth of smart
philanthropy in our region.

Platinum Level
®

Gold Level

Greene Hamrick
Schermer & Johnson, P.A.

WE’RE YOUR PARTNER IN

philanthropy

Enjoy giving with your own charitable fund.
Establish your own charitable fund starting at just $5,000
with gifts of cash, appreciated assets or real estate. Receive an
immediate tax deduction and recommend grants to any 501c3 in
the U.S. when the time is right for you.
Plan your charitable legacy.
Thoughtful planning with our team and your professional advisor
will help you craft a legacy plan that carries out your charitable
wishes into perpetuity. Your charitable legacy can tackle
emerging needs or honor specific purposes and organizations
you always wish to support.
Establish an agency fund.
Nonprofit organizations you care about can plan for their
growth and needs by establishing an agency fund. Funds are
professionally managed and invested in our investment pool,
providing annual income to the organization.
Become a corporate ambassador.
Thanks to local businesses that believe in the power of
philanthropy, our mission is supported throughout the year.
Corporate ambassadors receive recognition in our high visibility
building on Manatee Avenue and in communications shared with
important audiences, along with a table at the Spirit of Manatee
Awards Luncheon.
Be more effective.
We host year-round education sessions where donors can
learn more about issues and opportunities in our community,
professional advisors can get continuing education credits,
and nonprofits can network and learn how to build their
organizations’ effectiveness.

We’re your partner in philanthropy.

Call us at (941) 747-7765 or visit ManateeCF.org to learn more.

Give where you live
and make it count.
Since 2000, your generosity along with that of your neighbors
and local businesses has allowed the Lakewood Ranch Community
Fund to award more than $1 million to local nonprofit organizations —
making a difference and improving lives throughout Lakewood Ranch
and east Sarasota and Manatee counties. Thank you!

Give today, get involved, or learn more.

www.LWRFund.org
THE LAKEWOOD RANCH COMMUNITY FUND IS A COMPONENT FUND OF THE MANATEE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC. A 501(c)(3) NONPROFIT CORPORATION. A COPY OF THE
OFFICIALREGISTRATIONAND FINANCIALINFORMATION MAYBE OBTAINED FROMTHE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BYCALLINGTOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 (OR 1-800-3529832 EN ESPAÑOLA) OR GOING ON THE DEPARTMENTS WEBSITE: WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. ONE HUNDRED PERCENT (100%) OF EACH CONTRIBUTION IS RECEIVED BY THE MANATEE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION. REGISTRATION #CH10648.

Contribute to the
Foster Care Fund of
Manatee Community Foundation
and change a life for good.
www.ManateeCF.org
(941) 747-7765

A better world starts
with the best people.
Morgan Stanley knows that helping others is hard
work. Yet that’s their life’s passion. They sacrifice their
time and talents to support the greater good and to
make an impact on our entire community. The
Milestone Financial Group of Morgan Stanley salutes
you. Your actions make our world a better place.

© 2021 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.

The Milestone Financial Group
at Morgan Stanley
John Vita CRPC®
Financial Advisor
1401 Manatee Ave W, Ste 1110
Bradenton, FL 34205
+1 941 714-7915
john.vita@morganstanley.com
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